
Dental Health Educators Newsletter 

The Commission on Dental Accreditation 
met in closed session on February 5 -6 at 

the ADA Headquarters in Chicago, IL  

Here is the link to the Unofficial Report  
of Major Actions: http://www.ada.org/~/
m e d i a / C O D A / F i l e s /

coda_actions_feb2015.ashx  

 If you do not want to read through the entire 
document to find out what is pertinent to 
dental assisting and dental hygiene, this 
article serves as a quick report on the unoffi-
cial report of Major Actions on Dental Assist-
ing and Dental Hygiene Programs. 

Here is a Bulleted List of the Con-
cerns for Dental Assisting and Dental 

Hygiene Programs  

¶ The Commission reviewed accreditation 

reports and took 349 Actions on Dental, 
Advanced Dental and Allied Dental Edu-
cation Programs. 

¶ One new Dental Assisting Program and 

one new Dental Hygiene Program were 
granted accreditation. 

¶ Two Dental Assisting Programs re-

ceived a formal warning that accredita-
tion will be withdrawn in August 2015 
unless the requested information, dem-
onstrating compliance with standards is 
submitted prior to that time. 

¶ The Commission discontinued the ac-

creditation of one Dental Assisting Pro-
gram and one  Dental Hygiene Program 
at the request of their sponsoring institu-
tions. 

The Commission  adopted revisions to 

the following standards:   

¶ Dental Hygiene Education Standard 2 -1 

At its Summer 2014 meeting, the Commis-
sion approved the formation of a subcommit-
tee of the Dental Hygiene Review Commit-
tee (DH RC) to meet via conference call to 
study inconsistencies within Dental Hygiene 
Standard 2-1. The Commission noted Stan-
dard 2-1 requires two-year institutions to 
grant an associate degree and four-year 
institutions to grant an associate degree, 
certificate, or baccalaureate degree.           
At  its January 7, 2015  meeting, the DH RC  
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considered the subcommitteeôs report on 
Standard 2-1. The DH RC concurred with 
the subcommittee proposal that revisions 
within Standard 2-1 would provide appro-
priate clarification of degree award for 
both two- and four-year programs. 
  
Additionally, the DH RC approved the 
subcommitteeôs proposal to add a defini-
tion for ñpost-degree certificateò to the 
Definition of Terms section of the Stan-
dards.  
 
The DH RC requests a one-year imple-
mentation period to allow programs suffi-
cient time to modify any related institu-
tional and program documentation and 
policies. The implementation date is Janu-
ary 1, 2016. 

¶ Dental Hygiene Standard 3-6 and 3-

7b with immediate implementation. 

At the DH RC meeting, the DH RC deter-
mined that there was a need  for minor 
modifications to Dental Hygiene Stan-
dards 3-6(faculty to student ratios) and 3-
7,b (current concepts consistent with 
teaching assignments) to provide greater 
clarity, facilitate interpretation and en-
hance compliance. (See the Standards 
modifications on page 5-6  of this news-
letter.) 

The Commission  directed revisions to 
Accreditation Standards for Dental Hy-
giene Education Program, proposed 
Standard 2-18, for circulation to commu-
nities of interest for comment, including 
hearings at the ADEA  and ADA Annual 
Meetings and the ADHA Annual Session 
in mid June 2015. (See the proposed 
Standard 2-18 on page 6 of this newslet-
ter). 

The Commission adopted the Accredita-
tion Standards for Dental Therapy Edu-
cation Programs. There will be no imple-
mentation date until further documenta-
tion has been provided which shows that 
criteria #2 and #5 of the Principles and 
Criteria Eligibility of Allied Dental Pro-
grams for Accreditation are fully satisfied. 
Written documentation will be accepted 
until June 1, 2015 for the August 2015 
meeting.               Continued on Page 2 
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CODA Unofficial Report  continued  

The Commission reviewed the report of the Standing 

Committee on Finance and took several actions:  

¶ Directing a mandatory survey of all accredited pro-

grams to collect data at the use of off-campus site, 

including but not limited to the number of programs 

with off-campus sites, number of students rotating to 

those sites, the locations, purposes (observational 

versus mandatory and clinical versus didactic). 

¶ Adopting a $10,000 fee for international consultation 

services 

¶ Approving 2016 Fees: 

 4% increase for all disciplines 

 $1,685 for DA or DH programs 

 Fee is doubled the year of site visit 

 $4000 for Special Focused Site Visit 

 $1000 penalty for HIPPA noncompliance 

 $500 electronic conversion of documents 

 $200 maintaining Email/Contact List 

 $35 Maintaining Research & Development Fund 

¶ Conflict of Interest Policy 

 Review Committee members may not consult with 

 programs applying for or currently CODA accred-

 ited programs and/or serve as a site visitor for 

 mock accreditation. 

¶ Policy on Reporting Program Changes 

 All moves including from one site to another, and 

 even within the same institution must be reported  

 to CODA prior to the move. 

 Expansion or relocation in the same building must 

 be reported at least 30 days prior to anticipated 

 implementation of the change. This change is not 

 reviewed by CODA but must still be reported.  

 

                        Continued on Page 4 

All accreditation issues will be discussed at Summer Camp 2015 at two 

separate  DA & DH Accreditation Workshops held in separate rooms 

at the same time on Tuesday August 4th from 8am-5pm at the:       

Days Inn at Amelia Beach which is next door to our hosting hotel 

Amelia Hotel at the Beach. Sleeping rooms are available at both hotels at 

$89 per night until July 10th deadline. 

Register online: http://www.dhmethed.com/category/EC5.html    

 

 

  (904) 277-2300 

http://www.dhmethed.com/category/EC5.html
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In the Spotlight:      

Dr. Langlais has been married to Denyse Paré for 43 years. They have 2 sons: Paul age 39, who 
is a PhD researcher at the Mayo Clinic in Phoenix AZ and Mark age 36, who is a District Manager 
for Planmeca and lives in Kansas City. Dr. Langlais retired from the Canadian Navy Reserve as a 
line officer with the rank of Commander and was awarded the Canadian Forces Decoration and 
the QE II Silver Jubilee Medal. After completing 24 years as the National Consultant to the Sur-
geon General of the US Air Force Dental corps with the civilian equivalent rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral (GS16), he was decorated with the highest medal that can be awarded to a civilian by the 
USAF, the Exceptional Service Award. Dr. Langlais has made some 550-600 presentations on all 
the continents of the world except Antarctica. He graduated from the University of Montreal (BA) 
and McGill University in Quebec, Canada (DDS) and obtained his MS degree from Indiana Univer-
sity and the PhD from the University of the Western Cape in South Africa in March 2014. His the-
sis research project was done in Japan and in the USA under the tutelage of Professors Akitoshi 
Katsumata DDS, PhD of Asahi University in Gifu, Japan and Sudesne Naidoo BDS, PhD of the 
University of the Western Cape in South Africa. This research involved the characterization of a 

new Photon Counting Cadmium Telluride digital x-ray sensor for several dental applications. He has written 11 first edi-
tion textbooks on the subjects of Oral Medicine and Radiology some of which have undergone multiple editions as well 
as numerous foreign translations. He has published some 110-120 scientific papers. He is Board Certified in Oral Medi-
cine in the United States and Canada, FRCD(C) and Board Certified in Oral & Maxillofacial Radiology in the USA. He is 
Professor Emeritus at the University of Texas at San Antonio, a partner in Advanced Dental Board, a company supplying 
CBCT radiology reports and CEO of Emeritus Enterprises, a research company. He speaks English, French and Span-
ish and is licensed to practice Dentistry where he lives, in Texas. Current presentations deal with digital imaging, pano-
ramic bite wings and periapicals and CBCT including CBCT head & neck pathology. Dr. Langlais is co-presenting with 
Dr. Craig Miller at the Oral Pathology Symposium  Common Oral Diseases Through the Eyes of Dr. Robert Langlais and 
Dr. Craig Miller on Friday August 7, 2015 at Summer Camp Amelia Island 2015. 

  

Robert Langlais BA,        

DDS, MS, PhD, FRCDC 

Dr. Miller is a Professor of Oral Medicine, Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular Genetics at 

the University of Kentucky, College of Dentistry and College of Medicine, and has been recog-

nized as a University Provost Distinguished Service Professor. He is Past-President of the 

American Academy of Oral Medicine and the Oral Medicine & Pathology Group in the Ameri-

can Association of Dental Research, and currently serves as Editor of the Oral Medicine Sec-

tion of Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, Oral Pathology, Oral Radiology and Endodontology, as 

well as a consultant to the National Institutes of Health.  His research and scholarly activities 

have resulted in more than 200 scientific articles, textbook chapters, and monographs in the 

areas of oral infections, dental management and oral manifestations of systemic disease, and 

dental pharmacology, and he is well known from the three textbooks he has co-authored:  the 

Color Atlas of Common Oral Diseases, Oral Diagnosis, Oral Medicine and Treatment Planning, 

and Dental Management of the Medically Compromised Patient.   

He has received numerous awards for his scientific accomplishments and teaching activities.  His entertaining lectures 

have been enjoyed by thousands on more than three continents. 

Dr. Langlais and Dr. Miller are the authors of 4 editions of the Color Atlas of Common Oral Diseases, an internationally 

acclaimed textbook that for more than 20 years has provided detailed analysis of more than 600 disease entities in the 

mouth in an easy to understand format.  This book is a standard for education of dental, dental hygiene and dental as-

sisting students, as well as serving as a chairside reference for dental practitioners.  

Dr. Miller is co-presenting with Dr. Robert Langlais at the Oral Pathology Symposium Common Oral Diseases Through 
the Eyes of Dr. Robert Langlais and Dr. Craig Miller on Friday August 7, 2015 at Summer Camp Amelia Island 2015. 

 Craig S. Miller, DMD, MS  
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CODA Unofficial Report  continued  

¶ Policy on Progress Reports 

 If during the period in which the program is 
submitting progress reports the accreditation 
standards are revised, the program will be 
responsible for demonstrating compliance with 
the newly revised standards or added new 
standards.  

     Continued on Page 5 

 ________________________________________ 

Notes from the Editor:  

We at DH Methods of Education Inc. are dedi-
cated to keeping DA & DH educators informed 
of changes that occur with CODA. Updates 
will be included in this newsletter in every is-
sue which goes out four times per year. If you 
miss a newsletter please know that the current 
and archived newsletters are always posted 
on our website for your convenience. Here is 
the link to the newsletter page:                       
http://www.dhmethed.com/id16.html  

  

If you are in a hurry to find out if there are 
changes and you do not have time to read 
through the newsletters or the CODA website 
please do not hesitate to contact us at 
Cindy@DHmethEd.com and we will provide 
the updates you need promptly. 

 

Please be advised that those who are under 
pressure to get bachelorôs degrees to meet 
Standard 3-6 and 3-7 must make sure that the 
degrees are from a college or university that is 
accredited by an accrediting agency that is 
recognized by the U.S. Department of  Educa-
tion. Anyone seeking an online degree should 
research the degree granting institution by 
going to this link: 

http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/  

and typing in the name of the college or uni-
versity granting online degrees. If after typing 
in the name of the school and clicking submit 
the school information does not appear,  it is 
not a nationally accredited school and de-
grees from that school are not acceptable for 
teaching in accredited DA & DH Programs.  

To learn more about unaccredited online de-
grees read the article on page 7 of this news-
letter: 4 Ways to Recognize a Diploma Mill. 

The best textbooks for DA & DH Students  The best textbooks for DA & DH Students  


